
Update from the Chief Dental Officer of the U.S. Public Health Service 

 

Here is an update on COVID-related topics: 

  

1.       Downward trends:  According to HHS, 66% of jurisdictions are in a downward trajectory (was 
45% last week) and 13% are in an upward trajectory (41% last week) on new COVID cases.  The 
national rate of positive cases/those tested is 4.4%, down from 5.1% last week.  The hospitalization 
rate is 8% (8% of inpatients have COVID-19….down from a high of 24% in April).  There was a 13% 
decrease in the number of new deaths from COVID-19 from the previous week. 

2.       HHS Invests Nearly $115 Million to Combat the Opioid Crisis in Rural Communities: HHS, 
through HRSA, awarded approximately $25 million to 80 award recipients across 36 states and two 
territories as part of the Rural Communities Opioid Response Program (RCORP). RCORP is a multi-
year HRSA initiative to reduce morbidity and mortality of substance use disorder (SUD) and opioid 
use disorder (OUD) in high-risk rural communities. Today’s announcement builds upon HRSA’s 
RCORP awards made this August, reflecting a total fiscal year 2020 investment of nearly $115 
million. Through the RCORP initiative, the funding will help rural communities address barriers to 
care and additional strains that COVID-19 has placed on both rural individuals with SUD and on rural 
organizations providing prevention, treatment, and recovery services. 

3.       Scientific and Regulatory Oversight of Vaccines: FDA Voices In a new FDA Voices entitled, The 
FDA’s Scientific and Regulatory Oversight of Vaccines is Vital to Public Health, agency leaders explain 
that they are committed to making decisions that are guided by science and data regarding the 
authorization or approval of COVID-19 vaccines. 

4.       Testing Data in the U.S.: CDC updated the CDC COVID Data Tracker interactive maps, charts, 
and data on laboratory testing in the U.S.  

5.       Unapproved Products with Fraudulent COVID-19 Claims: As part of the FDA’s effort to protect 
consumers, the agency issued a warning letter jointly with the Federal Trade Commission 
to Pharmacy Plus, Inc. dba Vital Care Compounder for selling unapproved products with fraudulent 
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COVID-19 claims. The company sells “COVID PACK” and “COVID ‘POSITIVE’ PACK” products with 
misleading claims that the products can mitigate, prevent, treat, diagnose, or cure COVID-19 in 
people. There are currently no FDA-approved products to prevent or treat COVID-19. FDA requested 
that Pharmacy Plus, Inc. dba Vital Care Compounder immediately stop selling these unapproved and 
unauthorized products. Consumers concerned about COVID-19 should consult with their health care 
provider. 

6.       Returning to Work: CDC updated information on protecting yourself from COVID-19 when 
returning to work.  

7.       Daily Activities and Going Out: CDC updated information on how to stay safe from COVID-19 
while engaging in personal and social activities, running essential errands, and visiting the doctor 
and getting medicines. CDC also updated information on deciding to go out as communities and 
businesses are reopening and still trying to protect yourself from COVID-19.   

8.       Staffing Resources: CDC updated staffing resources to strengthen the public health workforce 
and enhance frontline public health capacity in state, local, tribal, and territorial health departments 
to intensify the coordinated response to COVID-19.  

9.       People Who Need Extra Precautions: CDC updated information for people who need extra 
precautions like pregnant women, people experiencing homelessness, and people with disabilities.  

10.   People Who Are at Increased Risk for Severe Illness: CDC updated information for people who 
are at increased risk for severe illness from contracting COVID-19.  

11.   Older Adults: CDC updated information for older adults. Among adults, the risk for severe 
illness from COVID-19 increases with age, with older adults at highest risk. 

12.   People with Moderate to Severe Asthma: CDC updated information for people with moderate 
to severe asthma that may be at higher risk of getting very sick from COVID-19.  

13.   Pregnancy, Breastfeeding, and Caring for Newborns: CDC updated information for women who 
are pregnant, breastfeeding, or caring for newborns.  

14.   Help Stop the Spread of COVID-19 in Children: CDC updated tips to protect children during a 
COVID-19 outbreak. CDC also released information about keeping children healthy during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

15.   Substance Use Disorders Linked to COVID-19 Susceptibility: A NIH study found that people 
with substance use disorders (SUDs) are more susceptible to COVID-19 and its complications. The 
research, published today in Molecular Psychiatry, was co-authored by Nora D. Volkow, M.D., 
director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA). The findings suggest that health care 
providers should closely monitor patients with SUDs and develop action plans to help shield them 
from infection and severe outcomes. 

16.   CDC Guidance for Dental Settings:  If you missed it, the CDC updated their dental guidance on 
August 28th. 
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Thanks for all you do to promote oral health and COVID-19 related issues.  

  

In service, 

 

Timothy L. Ricks, DMD, MPH, FICD 

Rear Admiral (RADM), Assistant Surgeon General 

Chief Dental Officer, U.S. Public Health Service 
 


